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Abstract

This study aimed to develop the standard of Thai subject headings which was
inspired and got idea from thesaurus structure and knowledge classification schemes.
The purposes of this research were (1) to collect subject headings from main subject
fields and their first level narrower terms (NT1) (2) to compare the amount of English
and Thai narrower terms derived from these subject headings. The study was a
documentary research, the population were subject headings from Library of Congress
subject headings database, and two Thai subject headings databases. Research tools
were data collecting form, Red demo thesaurus management software, CDS/ISIS
database management software and Microsoft Excel. Data was analyzed by
percentage and mathematical average. The results were as follows:

1. The subject headings on main fields were 261 terms and their NT1 were
11,108 terms, the average was 42.56 NT1 terms per subject heading. These 261 terms
were grouped into 41 fields using Dewey Decimal Classification scheme (e.g. 001
Methodology and research, 004 Computer science, 020 Information science, 070
Journalism, 100 Philosophy, 200 Religion, etc.)

2. The amount of narrower terms (NT1) derived from the 261 subject headings
indicated that 11,108 (100.00 percent) English NT1 terms were translated into 3,457
Thai terms in the Academic Libraries Working Group on Cataloging manual (32.25
percent or 1/3) and 3,353 Thai terms in the Red-demo subject heading manual (31.25

percent or 1/3). The sum of Thai terms appeared in two Thai manuals was 6,810
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(63.50 percent or 2/3). The rest terms that unavailable in Thai were 4,298 (36.50
percent or 1/3).

3. The proportion of English NT1 terms that have been translated into Thai
which greater than 70 percent was 17 fields and that lesser than 70 percent was 24
fields. The hypothesis that state “English NT1 terms that have been translated into
Thai was greater than 70 percent” was rejected due to the average score was 63.50
percent. This finding shown that the quantity of Thai subject headings could not reach
the criteria or was inadequate.
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