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ABSTRACT

With the introduction of printing into Siam in the 1800s, certain influential
people began to hand out commemorative books, and the idea soon caught on.
Cremation Books (in Thai : Nangsu Anuson Ngansop) ; these books, published and
distributed as gifts on the occasion of cremation ceremonies, are an important
cultural artifact of Thai society, providing a rich source of literary, historical, cultural,
and folk information. The custom of distributing books for free grew out of a
traditional Thai emphasis on gift giving, often associated with Buddhist merit making.
More specifically, the free distribution of cremation books is an extension of a

cultural practice of giving gifts to people to celebrate a special, meritorious occasion.
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