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Abstract

17 faculty libraries in Chiang Mai University have worked together to carry out the
analysis of book collection strength in their specific collection in order to survey
whether the number of printed books that were in line with the graduate course
contents or support research in each faculty as well as compare the number of printed
books available for graduate students in each faculty library with Thai University Library
Standard (2001). Three methods of content analysis were used: the analysis of subject
heading, the analysis of call number and the analysis of title. Moreover, the average
price of Thai and foreign books in each subject area was calculated for the last three
years in order to calculate the suitable budget for additional books.

The result of the study found that the books in seventeen faculty libraries served
133 subject areas for graduate courses and research and the total number were 499,617
books. Comparing with Thai University Library Standard (2001), it found that 72 subject
areas had more books than it stated in the standard and 61 subject areas did not have
enough books stated in the standard. Considering the ratio between the number of
books for graduate students as stated in the standard (15 books per student) it found

that 14 faculty libraries had more books or over standard and 3 faculty libraries had less
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books or under standard. Furthermore, comparing the number of books for lecturers
(the standard was: 100 books per lecturer), it found that 17 faculty libraries provided
more books for lecturers (over standard). The result of this content analysis makes all
faculty libraries set up their acquisition plan accordance to Thai University Library
Standard (2001) and improve the acquisition policy to follow the library objectives and
users’ needs. In addition, the empirical data from this study should be useful for
administrative staff whether in the faculties or Chiang Mai University Library to set up the

budget allocation for the faculty library operations appropriately.
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